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Assalamualaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh. 

My Esteemed Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen:  

1. It gives me a great pleasure to address today’s meeting of the 4th Islamic 

Conference of Higher Education and Scientific Research. 

2. Malaysia has realized in facing the current global and socio economic 

challenges, the key driving force in ensuring prosperity, sustainable economic 

growth and advancements across all sectors is through the empowerment of 

education to its citizens.  With this realization, we have set about a plan to drive a 

complete transformation of our higher education system through the National 

Higher Education Strategic Plan, in August 2007. The plan sets about 

improvements of the 5 institutional pillars of our higher education system namely 

governance , leadership , academia , teaching and learning  and research and 

development . Seven strategic thrusts are identified as the long term goal of the 

strategic plan, to create a world class environment for the pursuit of knowledge 



for our citizens, and also to ensure that Malaysia is recognized at the 

international level as THE higher education and research hub of the region. The 

7 strategic thrusts identified are: 

i. Widening Access and Increasing Equity 

ii. Improving the Quality of Teaching and Learning 

iii. Intensifying Research and Innovation 

iv. Strengthening of Higher Education Institutions 

v. Enculturation of Life-long learning 

vi. Reinforcing the Delivery Systems 

3. In pursuit of institutional reform and systematic change to our higher 

education system, Malaysia has recognized and upgraded the status of 4 of its 

premier universities to Research University (RU) status. These universities will 

shift their focus from conventional teaching and learning to intensifying research 

and development capacity and capability of the nation, with a view of training and 

developing new talent in the form of postgraduates and researchers in sciences, 

technology and R & D. 

4. The main objective of the research universities is to develop human 

capital and R & D capabilities to international standards. These research 

universities also serve as capacity and intellectual property developers in 

specialized niche knowledge aimed at commercial use; hence  economically 

benefiting of the nation. This strategy in the long term will also ensure the 

revitalization and continuous improvement of our national research and 



innovation framework through continuous human and intellectual capital 

development. 

5. In ensuring Malaysia’s competitiveness in higher education and 

technological innovation, one of the critical agendas that require much attention 

is human capital development. Through Malaysia’s National Higher Education 

Strategic Plan, this critical agenda is being addressed by the MyBrain15 

program. This program aims to address the shortage of capable RSE’s 

(researchers, scientists, engineers) in the long term by producing a critical mass 

of PhD holders in various technology and scientific fields to meet the demands of 

Malaysia as a developed nation by 2020. We are hoping to create a snowball 

effect in the technological shift in Malaysia’s economy through the creation of this 

critical mass of young scientists, engineers and researchers. These highly 

trained and technically capable young adults will not only meet the scientific 

challenges of the day but also lead innovation and research; spearheading 

Malaysia’s transformation from a conventional industry intensive economy into a 

more service and knowledge based economic sector. Therefore, we are 

championing the development of our young talent in science and technology on a 

large scale in order to have the necessary impact required to meet the 

technological challenges of the future. 
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6. If we are to discuss knowledge development in the context of higher 

education, then we cannot do away with the issue of research and development 

or R & D. R & D serves as a tool for the exploration of new knowledge and ideas 

as well as a catalyst for the development of a knowledge area. It is Malaysia’s 

view that R & D should also serve as an important tool for wealth creation, with 

new innovation generated from its activities used to ensure national economic 

development and prosperity.  Through the National Higher Education Strategic 

Plan, Malaysia is currently exploring with the idea of R & D + C + E + P. 

7. This is a new approach for the undertaking of research and development 

activities, taking a more detailed look into the whole value chain process of 

research and development as a commercial activity. Apart from using the 

conventional academic research and development methodologies, this new idea 

also explores aspects of research and development further upstream into the 

value chain. Aspects such as Commercialization  of end research products, 

Entrepreneurship  aspects as well as the development of Parks  for the 

incubation and start – up of new ideas and innovations are also taken into 

account and considered as part and parcel of R & D as an undertaking. This new 

holistic approach will not only enable better forward planning and use of 

resources for the undertaking of R & D activities, but will also maximize gains 

and returns achieved from the initial research investment.  

Another benefit from this novel approach to R & D would be the birth and 

eventual development of self – sustaining knowledge based industries at the 



national level, something which Malaysia is keen to develop and focus heavily on 

as to remain competitive in the global economic sectors. 

Ladies and gentlemen: 

8. Malaysia believes that the key driver towards prosperity will be through 

knowledge empowerment of citizens and the growth of knowledge and new 

innovation through R &  D as tools for national economic empowerment. With this 

in mind, Malaysia is confident that the way forward for the OIC community in 

developing capacity in R & D should be through collaborative efforts between 

member states in the quest for new innovation. We believe that an OIC funded 

initiative in collaborative R & D between member states will ensure rapid 

progress and development in knowledge and innovation; with benefits gained 

shared between participating member states. Towards this, Malaysia is prepared 

to offer its 4 premier Research Universities as capacity enablers in realising this 

proposal. To empower knowledge to our citizens, Malaysia would like to offer of 

access to its higher education institutions to all citizens of OIC member states; 

especially in the pursuit of postgraduate and research studies. We believe that 

we have much to offer and are world renowned niche knowledge areas of high 

global demand and significance. Apart from a strong capacity in science and 

technology based research, we are also leading the way in Islamic banking and 

finance services capacity development and research, a niche knowledge area of 

high impact in today’s global economy. I believe that there is much that Malaysia 

can offer in this regard, and I do hope our fellow member states will take 



advantage of the equity and access available in Malaysia to further develop their 

own human capital. 

9. Before I conclude, I would like to take this opportunity to thank this 

esteemed assembly for giving the opportunity for Malaysia to present its report 

and progress to fellow member states. I do hope that the knowledge gained and 

experiences shared here today will be of mutual benefit and ensure future 

development and prosperity of all our nations. 

Wabillahi Taufiq Walhidayah Wasalamualaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh. 


