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SPEECH BY 

YB DATO’ SERI MOHAMED KHALED NORDIN 

MINISTER OF HIGHER EDUCATION 

AT THE 

SECOND MALAYSIA STUDENT LEADERS’ SUMMIT (MSLS) 
2008 

SATURDAY, 2ND AUGUST 2008, 9.00AM 

NIKKO HOTEL, KUALA LUMPUR 

 

Bismillahirahmanirahim…Assalamualaikum w.b.h…Salam Sejahtera and a 
very good morning to all of you.  
 
Yang Berusaha, Saudara Khairizul Rizzuan, 
Chairman of the United Kingdom and Eire Council for Malaysian Students 
(UKEC) 
 
Saudara Shahril Sufian Hamdan, 
Director of the 2nd Malaysian Student Leaders Summit (MSLS) 2008 
 
Participants MSLS 2008, Distinguish Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen 
 

 

 

1. First and foremost, I would like to take this opportunity to 

congratulate the host of this student leaders’ summit - the United 

Kingdom and Eire Council for Malaysian Students (UKEC) for 

putting together a high-powered conference for the benefits of 

many aspiring young and bright minds. I believe it is not an easy 
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task to organize such a meaningful event as well as making sure 

the participation of students and distinguished speakers in a 

limited time span. Hence, the organiser should be applauded for 

their intensity and determination to assist the nation in moving 

forward and playing their roles as future leaders of this country.  

 

2. Personally, I can comprehend the passion and enthusiastic drive 

that all of you possess in improving the foundations of our 

Malaysia and embedding the first-class mentality in our society. I 

was once a student, like all of you, studying law way back in the 

early 1980s. In my experience, youthful exuberance allows one 

self to see an issue from a totally different perspective. Period as 

an undergraduate; where one has no other affiliations but to books 

and perhaps personal fulfilment/gratification, I believe the 

enthusiastic and commitment that all of you have shown today, 

gives us hope that the future of the country is actually in a good 

hand of yours. I hope, from here, my generation and the young 

generation in front of me today, can work hand in hand to improve 

the social, political and economic climates of our beloved country.  
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

3. The government attempts to strike a balance between physical 

and human capital development in order to maximize our 

economic growth and stay on track to reach the goals of vision 

2020. Given this understanding, the National Mission and The 

Ninth Malaysian Plan have stipulated the development of first-

class human capital as one of the five National Development 

Thrusts. The success of our human capital development agenda 

rests in large part on the quality of our national education system 

especially the higher learning. Therefore, the Ministry of Higher 

Education last year has come out with The National Higher 

Education Strategic Plan which outlines seven strategic thrusts 

that form the basis for higher education development through 

2020. The seven thrusts are (i) widening access and increasing 

equity; (ii) improving the quality of teaching and learning; (iii) 

intensifying research and innovation; (iv) strengthening of higher 

education institution; (v) intensifying internationalization; (vi) 

enculturation of life long learning and (vii) reinforcing MOHE 

delivery system.  In addition to this, an action plan which is 

comprehensive yet specific in achieving  short term and long term 
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goal of the Strategic Plan has also been introduced. And one of 

the critical agendas under this action plan is Holistic Student 

Development . 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

HOLISTIC STUDENT DEVELOPMENT AS CRITICAL AGENDA  

4. What do we mean by holistic student development  is producing 

someone who is intellectually active, creative and innovative, 

ethically and morally upright and a person who is adaptable and 

capable of critical thinking. More importantly, all of these values 

are compulsory if one to be an ideal leader. The model human 

capital as well as an ideal leader would also need to be well 

rounded individuals with an appreciation for humanistic pursuits 

such as arts, culture, sports and volunteerism. The attributes of 

first-class human capital can also be achieved via active 

participation in student movements. The logic is that by 

participating in these student movements, youths will be able to 

improve their knowledge especially on planning and management 

as well as enhancing their leadership skills.  
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

STUDENT ACTIVISM - (KNOWLEDGE AND TALENT) 

5. In addressing today’s topic, it is insufficient to just having a clearer 

picture of human capital development from my ministry 

interpretation alone. Therefore, we must also comprehend the true 

meaning of student activism. Student activism in its purest form, 

simply means any cause which is championed by a group of 

students with the aim of improving the society. The government 

has great faith in the local student population in maximizing their 

fullest potential. I believe that the students of today, realized that 

knowledge is power  and hence will attempt to make the best of 

the ample opportunities provided at varsity level. Every student 

leaders must realize that the legitimacy of their leadership lies in 

knowledge. As in today’s world, knowledge is power and is the 

basis of strong leadership. With the challenges of K-economy and 

a more competitive, globalized world, knowledge provides the 

edge to be a forceful and effective leader. Hence student activism 

will attempt to boost student leaders’ knowledge in the sense that 

they will gain insights of the real-world and are able to apply the 

knowledge learned in lectures and tutorials into the management 
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of real situations. In addition, talent should act as a complement to 

knowledge in enhancing student leadership and adding to the 

development of first-class human capital. This combination of 

talent and knowledge will help shape student leaders to be 

creative and innovative as well as improving entrepreneurial 

instincts. 

 

6. Therefore, student activism is very closed to the concept of 

leadership. The concept of leadership is an attribute gained 

through the accumulation of knowledge and skills, whereby 

leadership is obtained via a never ending process of self – study, 

education, training and most importantly experience. Leadership is 

about inspiration - of oneself and of others. It is also about vision, 

which is the realising of a plan through action and inspiring 

change. In defining the theme of leadership and what it 

represents, I am sure the participants here today realise that 

leadership is not something that can be attained overnight. 

Leadership is an attribute which has to be cultivated and nurtured. 

The key to leadership is KNOWLEDGE. It is only through 

knowledge that one can be expected to lead and have the 
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necessary skills and attributes to inspire and set an example to 

whomever one leads. In discussing this role, lets put clear 4 key 

challenges of a true leader: 

I. With leadership comes responsibility  - the knowledge and 

skills as well as values a leader possesses is useless if a person 

is unwilling to hold responsibility and deliver them. At all levels of 

leadership, regardless of in society or at the workplace, leaders 

have always been entrusted with responsibilities and the need to 

deliver them. An effective leader will always ensure that 

responsibilities are carried out with the best intentions for all and 

in an ethical manner. With responsibility, a leader carries the 

aspirations and trust of the collective. Again, I would like to stress 

that one of the key attributes in delivery of responsibilities is to do 

them ethically, as only poor leadership will abuse the 

responsibilities entrusted to them for personal gain. 

II. Leadership should be relevant  – the style and quality of 

leadership of an effective leader should be relevant and aspiring 

to whom they are leading. In being relevant, a good leader 

should have awareness; to listen and understand the need of 

their followers; thus translating this into effective action. 
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Decisions have to be made wisely for the benefits and 

betterment of all concerned. But decision making requires 

wisdom and smart thinking; characteristics which are only gained 

through the constant pursuit of knowledge and life experience. 

Leaders need to always remember that the decision being made 

today needs also serve and be effective in the future, as well as 

provide effective remedies from concerns of the present and 

apply knowledge with reality. In short, leaders need to engage 

with its followers and help find solutions for the problems at 

present and future. 

III. Leaders should always be ready to face challenges  - the 

world today is fluid and filled with risk and uncertainties. If we 

look at the current context, there are many challenges lie waiting 

for the future leaders of tomorrow, and decisions made by 

leaders today will have lasting consequences. A good leader will 

always be ready to cross the boundaries of the unknown, brave 

enough to take up challenges and always think ahead. In 

challenging situations, integral vision is also vital for a good 

leader. So there is a need to have full awareness to all aspects 

and issues if you aspire to be a leader; whereby then decisions 
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and actions you implement are based on solid facts, not just 

mere coincidences. in the current context, we see now how the 

recent crisis in food and energy supplies have forced and 

demanded courage leaderships to take bold and sometimes 

unpopular action and in order to plan and safeguard their nations 

for the future. Therefore, challenges in leadership are great, as a 

decision made today may have far reaching consequences that a 

leader must comprehend. 

IV. Leaders have to be multi-skilled  - if we look in the corporate 

world today; a leader of global corporations require knowledge in 

the field of business and cross-cultural management, technology, 

branding, marketing strategies, customer relations and even 

human capital development in order to keep abreast with the rest 

of the world. This example alone reflects the need to be multi-

skilled if one aspires towards leadership. This attribute is a key 

component in ensuring that an individual is a successful and 

effective leader; whereby his multi-disciplinary understanding of 

issues will inspire the people they leads. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
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University and AUKU 

7. Through all the points above, It is clear that student activist should 

not only be confine to confrontational manner as it is popularly 

known before. In fact, student movement should finding solutions 

to issues and challenges related to the society and nation via a 

non-confrontation manner. One fine example lies in our very own 

Majlis Perundingan Pelajar Kebangsaan. This group of dedicated 

student leaders have been advocating for amendments to the 

infamous AUKU and lowering rates for the PTPTN loans for the 

past few years. This decision was followed by the announcement 

that we will amend the AUKU. The successes of Majlis 

Perundingan Pelajar Kebangsaan indicate that this form of 

activism- non- confrontational one which discusses issues 

rationally should be the basis of all Malaysian student movements. 

 

8. In response to the latest development on AUKU amendments, the 

government remains unmoved in its stand against partisan politics 

involvement of students in local higher learning institutions. We 

believe that this kind of political affiliation restricts the development 

of students into holistic first-class human capital. The rational is 
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simply that by joining political parties, students will have to 

subscribe to the ideology of the party and its policies. Hence, if a 

student chooses to join one political party, he or she will have to 

adhere to the policies advocated by the party leaders and will not 

be allowed to offer his or her opinion on the issues raised 

independently.   This is simply a waste of talent and is not 

beneficial to students who should seek to learn the most in this 

period of life. This re-orientation of student activism in Malaysia 

should be welcomed by all facets of the society and should be 

looked upon as a step forward in transforming the face of our 

higher education system to attain greater heights. The lifting of 

restrictions for student participation in civil society movements and 

the ability to comment on issues pertaining to area of studies imply 

that the government is committed in supporting student activism 

which shapes a holistic human capital in the future. In fact under 

this amendment, we do allow members of the opposition party to 

be invited and participate in any fruitful and intellectual discourse 

in the public universities.   
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9. So, in linking student activism and the society, student leaders 

should always be close to the community. Student leaders need to 

remember that they will never remain students for eternity. Thus, 

student leaders need to learn of their social responsibility. What 

makes this nation great is that the different ethnic groups have 

been able to work together harmoniously on national issues. As 

student leaders, we must not just continue this trend but take 

measures to enhance it. Find ways to improve race-relations in 

higher learning institutions. This is just one of many ways in which 

you can give back to the society.  

 

10. As to conclude, student activism is indeed an element in human 

capital development but it alone can never realize the aim of this 

government to create first-class human capital. The Ministry of 

Higher education, government agencies, corporate bodies, higher 

education institutions, the academia and students will have to work 

hand in hand together in great urgency to develop our human 

capital-the prized assets of this nation. It is my personal hope that 

the student leaders who are before me this morning will continue 

to excel in their studies and continue the struggles to assist our 
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nation to establish itself as one of the best in the eyes of the world. 

As future leaders who will be bequeathed the leadership of this 

great nation, I hope all of you can act as a catalyst, an agent of 

change for a better Malaysia in the future. May student activism 

continue to flourish and intellectual discourses remain the 

preferred focus of student movements today and tomorrow. 

Student activism is an instrumental element in ensuring the 

success of first-class human capital development and hopefully it 

will remain that way for years to come. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

 


